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Trotskyism and the Labor rarty "3 ieee 


Leon Trotsky. wrote in 1938, The Fourth Intemational is now the only interna~ 
tional orgenization which not mly takes cle:rly intc account the driving forces 
of the “Amperial ist epoch but is armed sith a system of ‘trensitional demnds which 
aré Capable of uniting the masses for a revolutionary ‘struggle for pover". (From 
the Foreword to "The Death aCMmy of Capitelism and the Tesks of the Fourth Inter- 
national). 


Under the he ding "Objective rrorcquisitcs for Socialist Revolution" (fmm the 
"Death Agony of Capitalism and the Tasks of the Fourth Int'l.” ), the founding Con- 
fcorence of the Fourth International discovered, "The economic prerequisitc for the 
_ proletaricn revolution has already in cencral achieved the highest point of frui- 
| tion th t c-n be achieved under capitaliem, lLankinds' preductive forccs starnatc". 
esos aay rogimcs, as well as fascist, stageer on from onc benkruptey to another" 
IBID ):<: 
Further, under the heading, "The rrolctaris:t and its Lesdershipse", they continuc, 
"The chicf obstacle in the path of trensformine the pre=-revolutionary into 2 re- 
volutionary state is the opportunist character of prolct: rian leadership: 
‘ its petty-bourge is cowardice before the big bourgeofsic and its perfidiong con- 
nection with it cven in its death agony," 
"The multi-~millioncd masses again and again enter the ro-d of rovolution. But 
cach ores they arc blocked by the ir on conservative bureaucratic machinces" 
(3B ID 
Under the heading, “The Minimum ircerem ond the Trensitional Frocrem', Trotskyism 
finds a bridge." It is ncecssary to help the msacs in the process of the daily 
strucgle to find the bridee between present demnds -nd the encialist program of 
the revolution. This bridge shculd include 2 system of trensitiony] dem-nde, 
‘Stemaing from todcy3g conditions 2nd from todays" eoneciousness of vide laycrs of 
tho. working class and unalterobly leading t- one finsl emclusions 
the conquest of powcr by the proletariat." No less. 
In the United States, the program of Trotskyism revolves sround the proparands for 
the orgsnization of a labor rarty. It docs not matter to Trotekyism thet Labor 
Fartics in the UoS., Englend, Germony (ieimor Re mblic, snd before Var I, undcr 
| the Kaiser) France, Italy etc. cte., which were and «re the Fartios of the 2nc 
| International, prevent and have always prevented the ‘unity of the massce for the 
revolutionary struggle for power; and seck t» revive the "starnatine forces of 
production of capitalism, and prop up staggering "democratic" recines by fascist 
é€contnic measures (state capitalist nationalization). i2bor Forties on a werld 
scale are the obstacle, which is "the mhicf obstacle in the p-th “of tronsforming 
the preerevolutioary ints 2 revolution=ry st-te"™ (Stalinism included}, The 
lcadershipe of Inbor rartics, and the ir budding counterp-rts in the U.S. are the 
very oncs who are choracterized for their petty-bourreois cowardice befors the big 
bourecosic and their perfidioms connection vith it even in its dozth arcny. The 
labor rarties and their tr-de union leadership, with their consrerv-tive burceu- 
| cratic m:chincs block the masses from teking the rond to revolution arsin ond 
again’. The labor p.rty therefore is net the bridg¢e betieen “prescnt demonds and 
B the socilist proerom of the revolution", as the Trotskyites so plibly state, 
/ but, rvthee the bridee between the vorkers ‘anteconiem tc the capitalist state, on 
the one hand, and the necd of the capitalist state to rct in the support of the 
workcrs for its system of exploitation, for ite 1ers, for its colonial Oppress- 
lon, thrmch the Labor LOL Vo 
Teytekyiem (Cannon & Shactman) fie well avarc ths the British lLebor Party: for 
exwnple, performs the duty of restuing Britich Impcrigdism from its decth af ONY » 
by centr-lizine production through notionslisaticn ; menenvering by. chenpinge the’ ‘ 
juridical relasion of the colonies -nd dominions to the mother oppre se or ( 
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The Trotskyites also know that at a cortain stoge, labor Fartyisn inevitably fusce 


2 


(Englam), and dempogically propagandizing thir as the mill eminm of frecdon for 
the colonial oppressed, Trotskyism (Cannon & Shactmon) is well aware thet the 
British Labor rarty is busy preporing English Imperinlism with its Anecrican po rte 
ner, the UeSe Imperialism and their competitor, Ruseicn. Imperislism for Inperisnl- 
ist Var III, Trotskyism is cware of the fact tht the sum-tetal of the purposes 
of a Labor rarty arc, "prescorvo capitalism, 

Trotskyism (Canon & Shactzan) kmow the petty treacherous character of labor DP te 
tics in tho U.S. ‘The merican Labor iorty, for example, which beean ite existence 
by supporting the representative of big capital, Roosevelt, and to date supportced 
& ropresentative of smaller capital, Wallacc, continually, makes deals betveon 
the Republican and Democratic ward heelers ond their masters, and ~bove all was a 
patriotic defender of Amerioan Imporinlism in Var Ii, Nov, under purely Stelinict 
tutelace it clings still to that part of the C. IeOg burcoucracy friondly to Russian 
fmper ia lism. ar : 

The same. is essentially true of the Libercl «erty, which is also a "Labort party, 
but antag mistic to Russia, and friendly tc Social Democracy, based on the Dabin- 
sky-Hollander combination, 


dircetly vith the bourgeosie. cs erell “illustration of that was the iiqiidat ion 
Of the ‘jisconsin Former~Labor Federation into the Republican tarty in i948, f 
The Trotskyites are well avare of the facts therefore, that Labor Fartics support, 
defend, and prop up, the capitalist economy; Capitalist democracy: exploitation 

of the wage-workers; and Imperial iat Vers. 

knowing all this, thy do the Trotskyites (Cannon and Sh-ctran) advocate a Labor 

rarty® The Trotskyites answer, "We are not sectarians; we cannot rerein isolateds 

we uust follow the mass moveme nt," Since, however, with .the victory of Drumm in 

the presidentinl clections, the Labor torty idea hes been dumped by the more 

"radiconi" CsleQe, and ieFei leaders fr a morc practice] ’ policy of interration in 

the Demoorrt ic Farty, the masses ‘re moving in tmt direction. ie sugecst thet 

the Trotskyiltcs &bandon their Labor rarty sectcrianien ond join the Demoerntic 

Eartyo ° as 

fhe nore "scientific and erudits amon the Trotskyites onsvers; "Their is a con» 
tradiction betwecn the objective prerequisites for revolution ami the subjectira 


imaatur ity of the .moriésn Yorkers." Therefore, whet dothe Trotskyitcs propose, 
& revolutionary vangucrd party thet shell <t all costs, cregenize and agitate the 
working class for the revolutionary aine of socinlismge Oh, Nog ‘the frcetskyitcs 
proposé @ Labor Party to harmonize with the subjective immaturity of the Jncri- 
can workore According to them this Labor karty, on a national, not a local SCLC, 

Mind you, will be the vohicie through which the vorkers +112 go beyond capitalism | 
end establish Socialiem, (torkers and f-rmers ove rnment" ) | 
In ther words, they spread the lie that counter-revolution can be reformed into | 
rovelution (a la Labor Farty). Trotskyism flies in the face of history and cf 
presont political reality. 
Ve must characterize Trotskyism, (beth of tho Cannon and Shactmn vorictics) as 

an opstacle on the Boad to the ‘¥roletarian Revolution, because it advoestes a CO S 
litical instrument whose only ain is t> save a dying system, capitalism: because 

i% does not paint the instrunentality of the Labor rarty in its truc light: be- 


~ Cause it, (frovskyism) 4s v-el1 informed on-the treschcrous mile of labor parti CS , 


ot, because of 2 fAtal political wectkness, (lack of understanding cf the role of 
@ revolutionary porty and consecuent fe r of the tasks involved) fe-re is>lation 
and passes to the opposite extrem, © the policy of liquidation into the camp 
of the Capitalist Labor Front, 

The pr eran by,contr:st,of Internetiosl Left Communisn is the only base upou 
which a revolutionsry party and Internationel eon be constructcda, 
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3 
What We Stand For 


T~Our conception of the world and the socicty proper t> it-is that of Learx'’s scicn~ 
tific Socialism, 4 

a=For the reconstitution of a Revolutiocn ry International acainst the Internation- 
als of Betrayal (Social Democracy, Stalinisii, Trotskyism) 

Seigcinst collaboration with the bourgcsis ond pscuds=-pmilctorian parties which 
uphold the false and deceitful banner of "true democracy, Therefore we rppose 
the "united front" which is a front »pposed to the working cliss. 

4-"j¢ denounce ag counter~revolutiomry, every meverment which, with an eve to 
¢asier agitation and electcral success views parlianent:.ry deeds ions as uscful. 
During electoral campaigns ve continue the agitation for the general historic 2ime 
of the working classe ‘ve do not teke the least responsibility for the pecudc.. 
prolet-ricn parties (Stalinist, Sodalist, Trotskyite or leborite)., 

5—The trade unions cf the Cele0. ma ary Railroed Brotherhoods md "Independ- 
ent Unions", are pert of the legal apparctus of the CapiteList st- ae Wor ine 
Class unity will be achieved on the basis of the platform of the party of the ren 
volution, and, under its leadership, within those orccnisms, crested in the ro~ 
vival of the proletarian class strucrle. 

6-The form-workers are the class-brothcré 0f the Industri.l vorkers and rurt de 
won t2 4 position of class-solid.rity. 

Y= All 8 o-called taéveriente of coldninl Indepenience have an Inper iad ct bases - 
There does not exist for ttc ovonial sta sciftee] Stall ardéainy any pour » the 
problen of ‘a dourréo is: revolution. - The omly Foad is proletarian Kerolution, - 

Bre Te pro letar int tmet sforke-£c' tthe defe 4% of its om bourgeosic and ioe satell- 
ites:sin’ the Advenéed indWsteindL sectors ‘of Worke capitolien, = as well as for the - 
defsat ‘of its ‘am boirgoosdt tihd-satellites in: the oo kon daa end senimecdon ina, A 
aces of world - Capitalism, in tine of qar, ~~ mick 

Os Gola “of the bhirgs os ia, hn “A rrarld cont ¢ eee ee throuch the civil 
Wake of “she proketsr int. -taden—the- Etideteo ond honderchip of he Revolutions 
ks Dee ee Pay 5 iar be. ne. beginnings of. the Breic List Reorcoa’ mt 1 Lor, ford ‘Bos 


CLE ty ainoPiatarcyty of | tthe Ts ‘Retar iets + See i se 

Tato “ie GA vor sh: SP of. the Hr wetnr? ribs ity Forve! SAR. ‘the?’ tra natch, me Ao .plnein 
ess Lotte Ps oclalies, ‘whers 3 ttc, “Btate. wath. gence. Aa ‘exirty and Gore rin PNG oo: 
AY Perens ety | “it, Histor a the pabt *. : 
IT... The Nick. torsh i ip Bey ‘the. “Yeoke rt t is not te be. understood aE 2 Doterce of the 


cv do % Uatoria. On, the. contrary, the’ Diet. tcrship., of the, brolet-rivt y W411 ariec 
L Bist in, which ts no ans ‘Laper ial st ae ay enrich Socialist Revolut tons 


Y | t ah 4 ‘ t 


: ia ee ; 5 4 
katy MEN Sree es es sytes yore] sy Aha mie Wein ree 
oe Lee eae ey el Park er kd, A ai UC? 5 Sie STL) hide ial = ag } 1 gt 
viyes fy 7 to Ale 4 oy e ats +} oS tn + Pie iys tes j ns Dod: | ea 
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Estmofeoetiioe bn: _ Civil Wars. and Imperialist Rivalries in’) (7+ 40 de tov 
Gi: Burriag Lahaye? and | eee ene Lead be Ble = - 
{ivio oft dascrdt pode ao TDD 9 SEF? | LIT Ae TORE SD BAe 
- The..civdl, ware-whiehiactaaldy’ untoll ine Buriat nave” ‘the + pain “tin ite” “a6 
the Vie tears *: sess SHEEN G 4 {of the:'Re fnblsecge:: Idaokenta abe, op ee Bes wh 
“the bloody” rlovenonit nth ippiiné “Hak butane A ‘age mnes “ale Tee Beane 
aga ofthe tere pA bamb ate bey Roxapi.. {iis thie once ; 
; pet sin orre ay Sarees “gt ate ; “7 Ot RAs 70 Hr tats ‘ oy te 
In, shaking. the power of, ‘the. ‘er aait ional Pee fhe ‘Japanese: i eaetiat Se at “te 
patie: tine, brought. to. Lite: they drlextr foabid doé fd dofitred fot ions! ‘of these: pegln rome 
regions of ithe iwenldsl Mhe yd tticit: Dife jf fbrneely » WSs initeass ‘hore "on toes ae 
the rr ‘Lot Lom fof 83 #fdriorih ‘cthnic ‘eroupds. Sunder. Stig. eoripincens., eye! Sf the ‘ooloniat 
DOWG BE», nas aAssurie d. considerable: ECO Do.» » Noy, nat jonalis rhs. Aare bormy: Conccakinm. 
_ oofiplex Sodtat FORCE s,. on¢it Lliating, between Imperialist influence wion taer one-, Hae 
“am vin: ent rivats,. on; the, other, serving. wid ingly or un itlingly one, or the 9 
other. in ald _ COBEE »- ROMO ARB to, reeolye: the Lalhisees bore? ahi sa EAP Set f <0 
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ms national ism of She fae, i; eranese. “tatell ieente io are: ons. of ‘en ity of. tho, pare amd 

@ Koa tarkamp? wh ch, etd ingipde, borritery.: 28.f8 Py 285 $8:  Redobecacwnten OGCEPMD i 

tion by. Eoijand, an paiakngi-ea0 dt of dtt: qian 3 book ati wobras he: eae er v : 
ehaed a Le be $9 

The nationaligm Pe yh Chinese, aad. lalayaness ty the, up igne and dn. the pe aoe 

Gormcrco = rejecting the Ssatutcs as "too favorable to_Britich a ae 

ing ge eg ase Of - -Pominicn ae wi th AMEE y i adn went petka~o8 fEA 


7) i ber ies : Sp eaealtl 
The nar sdnat ae oe wae ‘Bota orcad Igacio. ‘98. Barna, void, of 2-604 46. £0r 
cial base) ‘eines’ 1 fe “not 3 tc Burra... seit ithe 46, Ate panitelist, olacs. 
‘Miketfisc ne ther is’ {ts faa ¢ ae oan ativ 6 to. Burts. uy nets ional isn Anttnticds 


disunived th the Pee “fF ‘the (ae, , Redsen: br. arene? of, PER tee dt Is dee) 


) fed fet 


As earneioas am reactionary : a8 the eres it “ecuibats, Sve nae ice Lien hae. 
dobtroved thé India RRUDBCL plentaty ns; the of} Avels ioe Javes.encioged in the 
‘starved yilages of the Philippines, 4 «000 100, terror teed | ‘foer. pyateborion inc 
the- pilago and voxt ation in’ Barna: amt Big ley GL hort 
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Ad rc ree teu sa 

Qu isltid ava’ ‘servile’ ‘ab present,” it plane. Agduste ial seit ion, and ¢ a ated Fe a Bye ares 

nade of bamboo under’ the ‘suitve 12 dance: of Holland, -to-sare ‘the. delegates. fof. the 

UVciloOs It takes Mandalay for the center - of the 9e1d and | “be lier és. the. Seay 1 
destiny is to ‘discover “a third fort ; of. socialism, Inferned inte. “betwen. Baclien 
Soci elismg and “Rose ian Sdotalieng ’, “while, trembling. at. the” “nd'ispos! Bion of the tf | 
very anglowiner ican’ financisrs: thet ced have nedd Ofe 

‘- 4 eS 

Ono finds “the radical wing: of natitohina ters re Divi eit i baKye, | Seg be’ ie Moseo 
Communists, as in Furope,; the Indies am the Philippines. Theis orranifet ions 5 
throw themselves into the moverient of the exploited ‘of ‘the “suecséroPiner icc, the’ | 
FPoilippine oilevorkerss; Chinese and Hindw o4l-vell workers, the miners of the’ lead 

and eliver minoss) the thins se tin v wKe Ts 4° And Malaven ruoher plentst gon tor 't6r%e , 
In these countries, where ‘the cost of UL ivie 4e°6 th 7 Sites -hiche® ‘than - before. ee 
the war, they hate not combine veigendoie nis maith Ub tnper at ae Paépacettda, . te 
They have hichlichted the division of land to thé ponkantl of contrad Berne and” 
independence to the mountain tribss of the bordc » - countrys } They have not ‘chrink © 
frwa any polibiead.campromiess fram auyobott 4)! detagcey;*fraseny historic" fader’ 
heod,,4n arder (to ceayny: gut | caged pst<the: paces Puc baits)” et ee nk aie ° oe 
eee {oad er fovar nabastoliag ab feck sefer as encliploves al 


rr 


ed : : 
ei kh. r oe mf E rT Pres 
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Burma was duc to be granted its independence in face of the agitation during the 
Japenese surrender. Now, it renounces its aspirations in order to remain in the 
Commonwealth. .,t the beginning of this scar it constituted itself as 2 fedorated 
autonomous republic, with its capital at Rancoon, Theking Nu, its premier; con~ 
Sidered a moderate socialist. He proclaimed in June 1948, "the Burmese wish to 
follow the soviet ideologye" 


Not that this reformer, attacned to the liberal acninistration of Burma, tradci- 
tionally corrupt, was 2 communist. On the contrary, trd Burmese corrmnist par+ 
ties wore thrown successively into illegality in June 3946, then, in October 1946 
under the antiefascist leapue to which it belonmoa, Bit nationalism in a back 
ward country, as we have secon in Central Europe, is ecompelied to resort to the 
moss modern forms of State Cavitaiism, Sustained by so-called Marxist principic, 
the Bagmeaz promisr stated thoir ain "t» liberate ourselves fiom the yoke of 
Capitead and private property." They wish to extend the nationalization without 
compensation to the foreigners and. to force from London the fiscal control of the 
country in onder to give it to the socalled native official capital, 


ys Oniy, the proat appetites of these "progressive" Burmese strikes against then- 
SClvefe JS a matter of fact, the new. state, as independent as it may sceroecesse 
will remain in the financial apparatus of Anglomimericon Imperialists for its ro- 
construction, Jctualiy, it is not able to rely on an indigenous capitaiicem, thc 
root couec of the breaking apart, like Tito in Europe. 


This is the breaking - apart which manifests itself- in a manner almost burlesque= 
in the war of the ¢overnnent of Rangoon agzinst the insurgent Cormunists tho to- 
daxsr control almost a third of the country. Both still~bern, on the identicad 
basis of an agrravated nationalism. ..t any rate, the Cormmnists have the propa~ 
gands advantage of an "extremist" position, which more ant more attracts the syt» 
pathy of 2 population violently anti-Imrlish. Wherers the army ant police is upe 
sct by the desertions to the enemy, while the rebels influence the niners unions 
and the peasants, the civil apparatus of the State is compelled to drain its perm 
6mnel in order to organize itself into @ military cormands The ninistrics re~ 
Siened one aftcr another in order tc fo 2ff tc the armies; tmsé threatening 4 
“political” crisis of a truly new character, 


Therefore, with one blow, the government which yesterday confiscated an Enclish 
Navieetion company, throwing Londons' City into jitters, hesitates charactcris~ 
tically, while it believes it can build an independent and “progressive” Burma. 
It finds itself involved up to its neck in a conflict in vhich the real interests 
at stake are clearly establisheds The 80,000,000 pounds the English heve inves~ 
ted in the forcsts; electricity and transport; the petroleum of Burma Oil, the 

| commerce 2f the Steel Brothers, 


ms, The country, in effect, remains as a colony. The Statute of the Feceration, 
. promipated in 1947, maintains intact the English authority incarnated in the 


High-Cormissicner, rofiting frm the troubles of the Sultans, more or less Cone 
promised during the Japanese occupation, Enclam started to lirit their preroga- 
* .fiivess This does not stop then frm receiving the support represented by the 

political indolence of the Malayans thc constitute the persant class and the 
parasitic aristocracy. It is in the Chinese circles, centered in the villages, 

| and representing for another reason, the mjority of the totel population, and 

| possessing an important part of the oapital of the country, that there developed 

| 

| 


In Malaya, the situation is rch more simple, but also icss rich in savoury Icss= 
| 


an opposition to the Statutes, From which the Cormunist movement, actualiy in 
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open rebellion, pushed to the cxtrere the nationalist Cerands. 


But the State apparatus is here the tracitional and solid colonial apperatues 

The High-Comuissioner is mobilising rcenforcenents fron Hong-Kong recall} ing 
troops fom England, sending the Dayaks, head hunters of: Borneo into action againet 
"the plan of Communist insurrection throuch which they wish to inetell the Sov ict 
republic of Lalaya," tes 


‘England has an armed mistress to defend its econorye The Nalayans, with their 
exports of Tin and India-rubbor > Jmerica (which in 1947 amounted to $284,060,000) 
onjoys a preponderant role in Anglo-Amerioan relations - that is to say in the 
tendenoy of British tmperialism to resist Yankec imperirl ten. : - 


The spectacle of the sordid strurrles of Inperiolism is rendered stil2 mere s 
by the fact of the presence of a proietariat, relatively developed, it is tr 
mese countries. The part that it tekes in events, blended in tho mase of othes 
Classes, mancuvered by the forces of Russian Iuperialism (mcreover, by a net tena 
indépendenec, of which the erptiness, economic and historic, is shown in the Bur 
nese cxmipic) is a new proof of the appalling defeat suffered br revolutionary 
eComnanisii in the werdde Revolutionary Corrmnisn will be reborn. ons vhen the of 
Grcups who strive to rerain a class position, understand equadis thes 3% is Sine 


“ 


Lu et @) 

*s 
jute fla 
{3 pas 
ait 


ts 
: 
3 
* 


%o break with the false line of "jiberty of the peoples to dispose of therseives 
selr-cofeminetion of the peoples), They cust cease ‘ytnpe’ the cestiny of the 
proletsriat of the backvard countries to their native exploiters, that is, to the 

imporialist powers. It 4s tine to take a position, truly internationalist and 


Botviaviste 


Translated by Do Atkins | 
from pubdication of French Fraction 
L'internaticnaliste - Oct. 1948 
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State Cap italisn and the. Classes 


The conduct of the tuporialist war vas diffcrentiated from that of a1] previous 
wars, not only by the dimensions of the econflict md by its-devastatine effecte, 
bat in addition by the fact that in every country act ively engaged in the inper~ 
Jalist war the whole of cecnomic life had to be subordin:.ted to var (PUrposcéee 

In former conflicts the boargcosic cmld carry them on merely by providing funds. 
The world war, however, attained such hue proportions and affected such highly 
developed countries that monsy alone did not suffice. It heenne cseential in 
this war that the stool industr; devote itself entirely to the mking of heavy 
guns, whose calibro was continually being cnlarreds that coal should be mined fer 
War purposes alons; that metals, tcxtilcs, hides, everything should be emplcycd 
in war service. Naturally, thorcfore, the createst hope of vich ry wae for 
Whichever of the State Capitalist Trusts could best horness production ond trans- 
port to the chariot of ware 


Hw was this to be achieved? Menifcetly, the only way in thich it csuld be achice 
6d was by the complete centralization of production, It vould de noccasary +5 
arrange things in such a way that production would ¢9 on smoothly; that 14 would 
be well organized; that it wuld be entirely under the control of the fighte s2 
that is to say of the General Staff; that all the ordors of those wearing epanle 
éts md stars would be carricd ote 


How could the bourceosie do this ? ‘The mtter vas quite simple. To that end 

it tas necessary thet the bourreosic should place privete vroduction, privately 
owned trusts and syndietes, at the disposal of the erpitalist robber State. 

This is what they did for the duration of tho war. Inductry was "nobilizcat and 
"militarized", thet is to sw it was put under the orders cf the &t-te of the 
militory suthoritics. "But ho'$,saue of our revders vill ask, In that way tho 
hourreosié would surely forfeit its income? That would be nstionnlizstiong hen 
everything has been handed over t> the State, where will the hourreosic core in, % 
anc how will the capitalists reconcile theiselves to such a condition of affaireg” 
It is an actwl fret thxt the bourgeosic arrecd to the arrancernente But there is 


“nothing very remarkable in that, for the privately ovmmed syndicetes and truste 


were not handed over to the torkers st-tc, but to the Imperialist State, the State 
which belcnged tc the bourgcosic. ‘Was there anythine to alarm the bourrcosic in 
such a prospect? The capitalists sinpl: transferred their poscssions from one 
pocket t> another; the posessions remained 2s lsrre as evere 


We must never forget the class charactcr of the State, ‘The State cust not be 
conccived as constituting a “third power" etanding above the classes; from head 
t> foot it is a class organization. Under the dictatorship of the workers it ts 
& working~closs orgénization. Under the dominion of the bourgessic it is just es 


~-dafinitely an eoonsmi organization 25 is a trust or . eyndicatc. 


We sec, then, thet when the bourgeosie handed over the privately ormced syndicates 
and trusts to the State, it hended them over tc its om State to the robber capi~ 
taiist state end not to the proletsrian states consequently it hac nothing to 
lose by the changce Is it not procisely the same thine to a nanufacturcr, 

who we may C.11 Schulz or Guith, whethcor he rceeives his profits from the 
counting house of @ syndicente, or from the State bank? Bor frm losing by the 
change, the bourgcosic actually erined. There was a ein because, throuch tho 
State centralization of industry, the war mashine was cmbled to ork to bettar 
effect, and there was a creatcr chance of vr innine the war of wapince 


\ 
It is not surprising therefore tht in nesrly 222 capit-list contrics, there 
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took place during the war a developuent of State capite lien in the pleee of the 
Capitrlism of private syndicates or trusts, Germany, for exrmple, pained ieny 
sucessses and was able for a len¢cthy perioc to resist attack frau enenics of a 
grovtly supcrior strength, simply because the Gcrimn bourccosic was so sucecssful 
in the organization of its State ca, citel ism, 


The change t» State ory italism was effected in various woys. In most CA86E, 2 
Stateemenop.ly of production and trade vas instituted. This implied tt produce 
tion and trade were placed wholly in the hands of the bourgeois State. Soneticcs 
the transformation was not effected -11 at once, but by installments. ‘This took 
place when the state mercly bought sone sh-rcs of the syndicate or trust, 


An enterprise in which this hed taken piece wis half privete end blr a Sto te © 

affair, but the bourgeris state held the leading strings. Furthermore, even when 
ccrt:.in enterprises remained in priv-te hud, they were often subjected to roverne 
Hent.l control. Sone enterprises wore by specisl lerisl tion m reed to buy their ’ 
Fow iterisls from certein others, while the latter had te seli to the forme in 
Specifica quantities, and at fixed prices. The State prescribed Verkine meth ode, 
speciricd shot mtosiale vere to be usec, and rationed these mitoricic, Thus , 

in plaec of private capital ism, Strte Canitalisi: eane into be inCs 


Under State Capital ism, instead of the scparnte orranization cf the boureeosic 

there now flourishes a united organiz-tion, the state organizntione Dorn to tho 

tine of the way there existed in ny capitalist country the State orgeniration of 

the Bourgeosie, and there elso existed scparately from the State lavee nurnibers of 
boureesis organizations, such’ as syndicates, trusts, sccietics of cntreprencurs, © 
dandewners' organizations, politic.l parties, journalists’ unions, learned socicte 
ics, artists clubs, the church, societics fcr the clergy, Boy Scouts, and Cacet 

Corps (white cuard organizations of youth), private detective burceus etc, Under 
Suste Capitalisn sll these separate orgonigntions fuse vith the bourgeois state; 

Shey become as it vere, State departiuents, «nd they vork in accordance with a 

general plen subject to the "hich corinand"; in-the mincs and. factories they do 
whatever is orderet by the Genercl Staff; they pre-ch in the.clmrches whatever rill te 
be useful for the robbers of the eGneral staff; they vrite in the newspapers undcr 
the orders of the reneral staff; the ir pictures, their books, and their poems arc 
produced under the orders of the gone al staff; they invent machinery, weapons, 
poison gas etc; to meet the needs of thc coner’1 staff, In this menner the vhele 

of life is militarized in order t> sceure for the bourecosic the continuce reec {pt 

of its filthy lucre, | 


State capitalism sienifies an enormous accession of strencth to the creat bourg~» . ! 

e sic. Just as under the re rking=-cl«ss dict-torship, in the vorkers State, the 

working class is more powerful in proportion ar the Soviet authority, the tradc 

unions, the Communist ¥varty 6tc., werk Lore harmoniously together, so uncer she i 

dict=torship of the bourgeosie, the capitalist Cless ie strong in proportion to the 

success with which all the bourgevis orge nizations verk together. State capital 

ism, centralizing all these organizations, converting them all inte the insten. 

ments of a single, united oreenization, contributes immensely to the power of 

capital, Bourgeois dictatorship attcins its clinex in State capitalism. | 
| 
. 


- 


State capitalism @lourished during the var tn all the large capitalist countries, 
in Ts.rist Ruesia too, it beran to mko ite way { in the form of var incustry 
conmmittcos, mmopolics eta, ) Sabseqentiy, hovever, the Russian bourgeosic, 
ader.cd by the revolution of March I°f?, becanc afraid dest productive industry 
should pass ints the hands of the prolet rist tcgether 1 4th the State euthor liz, 
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9 
Yor this rersm, aftor the March revolution, the bourcecsie did not mercly re- 
froin frvwi attonupts t» crenanize procnetinn, but posit ively sabotored industri. 


We sec that State Capitalieu, fr fron mutt ine an end to exploitation, actually 
increases the power of the bourgeosice Nevertheless, tho Scncide:wmnites in 
Gormeny, 2nd socivl solidirians in other lends, have ecntendec tht this freed 
labor is socialism. ..6 soon, thoy say, AS everything is*in the hands of the Statc, 
Socialism will be realized, They foil to sec that in euch a systen the State is 


~not.a proletarian State, since it is in the bends of those who are the malicicus 


and deadly enemies of the proletarict. eee 


State Capitalism, uniting and creenizing the bourreosic, increasing the power of 
Capitrlism, has, of course, croatly weakened the working class. Under State cazle 
talisiz, the workers became the white slaves of the capitrlist State, They vere 
deprived of the right to strike: they were mobilized and niliterizeds; evcmyone 
who raised his voice against the war was hauled befcre the courts ond sentences as 
@ traiter. In ian countries the workers were deprived of all freedon of meve~ 
ment, beine forbiddon to tri nsfor fra one enterprise t> «nother. “Freo" ware 
“workers were reduced: to serfdomg they wore doomed to perish on the battlefields, 
ot on behalf of their osm cause but cn behalf of thet of their enemies. Thez 
were dosed to work themselves, t+ de.th, not for their ovn sake cr for that of 
their comrades or thair children, tut for the sake of their Spier OYBe 


. 
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Part-I 


Nature, Function and rolicy of the 
Revolutionary Farty of the ‘orking - Class 


The question concerning the policy of the party is of essenticl import-nee and 

is inde clesr in connection with the history of conflict ing tendencics and ains 

that occured in the second and third Internationel, It is not to be thought 

that such a question is of an additionel and derived n ture, in the sense that 

groups cwplying vith the doctrine and pl-tfor.., wey mint. in and apply. methods 
differens in the action, cven with repe-rds to sul events, withcut contradict. 

ing such bassgse To discuss prvblems concerning the n-ture «nd xetion of the 

party ueans to pass from the eround of critical interpretstion of social events, 

jut? thot of the influence which n cctively we rking force rey exert upon such 

eventse This trensition represents the most important -nd delie-te point of the 

Whoig Marxist system ond ves inserted in Marx! eorly scyingess" Fhilosophers hevc . 
done nothing but intcrpret the vorld till now, the mtter is of chonring it at 
last," aad ' from the weapon of the critique, to the critique of weapons. Such 
@ change, froa mere knovlecce into verking -ction, shall be intondec, according 4 
to the nethod of dinlectical materinlisiu, in a way quite different fram th-t of 

the followers of traditional ideologies. Minny a tine it vas suitable to the 

Oppoucnss of Comamism to turn to their account theoretic Marxist knowledge, in 

order to dunwge and revoke its consequenccs for nection cond strupele, or clsc, 

on the other h-nd to feign to adhere to the practice of the proletaricn porty, 

but te confute amd reject its criticnl bascs of principle. In 211 these ecses 

the devivtion was the reflection of anti-Merxist one countermrevolutionary ine 

fluences, ind it displeyed itsclf in the crisis which re indicate for sake of 

bricfness, with the mine 2f opportunisn, frinciples and doctrines do not exist 

by themselves as a found>tion arisen and eid before the notions the latter as 

well as the former are ongcnderca him pryvakicl processry It is the omeurrent 

materia, intercsts which precticaiir drive social proups into strusele and it is 

fraa the action arisen from such mtcriel interests th-t os igin:tes the theory 

Which becoues the peculicr p-trinony of the porty. altering the ratio of inter= 

ests, the incentives tc the action and the practicel sine of the letter, the 

whole doctrine of the party is chnneed anc deformed, To think thet the latter my 
beoons sacred and untouchable, om account of its codificntion ina progreriati ¢ 

text, and of a strict orgnnizative and disciplinary framerork of the orpenism of 

‘he party, ond thercfore the varied end nuricrours 2ims int mancuvers in the tacti= 

cal action can be allored, means not to understand in 2 Marxist renner ,what is 

the cxact problem t» be solved in ordcr to get to the choice of sotnods of BOSin » 
We rotwn to the evaluction of determinism. Do socicl events deveiop by uncon= 
trollable forces, civing rise to diffo-ent ideologies, theorics and opinions of 
men or may they be modified by a more or less conscious maim will? ‘he question 
is faced by the proper ucthod of the preletcrian party, by removing the tracdi- 
tional ideological bases at the rect always refcrring to the single indivicucl, 
feigning to solve the question on behal? of the individuel and then of decucine F 
its solution on behalf of the social whole. Traditionally,the coliectivsy wacths 

other isetaphysical abstraction which is the scciety of ucnkind, “hile, fron 

the Marxist view point it is 2 comeretecly, dcfinite group of Individuels who 

in a given circunstance hove the stue intercsts aring to their sccitl rclation- 

ships, owing t2 their place in the procuction and econoaye froups of individcusls 

which are just stylcd classcs, Be ine nuiuicros, tic socicl classes which humm 

history contains, there e.mot be solved in a gene generic vey the problem cones 

Ccening their skill of understanding exrctly the proccss wherein they live, ond 
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of exerting 2 cortein influence influcnee upon it. Every historic] class has 
had its an porty, systom of opinions ant cropaganda. Everyone hae pretended 
With equal insistenco t> intorpret cxactly the sense of evonts “mi to be able té 
dircet then towards a tiorc or less vacucly e-necived 2in. LMarxis:. affords the 
criticism and evidence sf 211 these problems, proving tht the varied ideolorical 
generalizations wers the reflection of the ecnditions ond interests of the strucr- 
ling classes upon opinitnse In this ceontinucus alternation, of which tho water icl 
intercsts are the cnuses, the croupe of nen organizec. in parties nd clase orrcon= 
isms of tho State arco tho protagonists, the colitical and philosophical schools 
aro the cxterior traits, Being opportune, the sccinl conditions of its forna- 
tion, the modorn proletarian class will present itself «ith new and supcrior cope 
acities, bith as for possession of a renl nothod of interpreting the vhole his- 
torical moverent, and 2s for conercte efficacy of ite action of social and pcli~ 
tical struecle in influencing tho general course of this movericnt. ‘Thie other 
main ecncept was expressed by the liarxists + ith the soyings not less kncwn ant 
Classicils" The Socialist revolution represcnts the tr. nsition fron the terld of 
necessity into thet of freedom, The mattcr ie not tc put the question in the 
commonplace traditional terms, whethcr man is free in hic will or determine? by 
the enviromcnt, whether 2 class and its party heve consciomencse of their hictor- 
ical iission, whether it is frou this theoretic consciousness thet it derives the 
power t attain the PUPA R EE. Cf & gener=l luprovenmt and whether they are driven 
ints strugele, success/or unsuccossfully by superior or unkown forces. First of 
all, we i.mst ask ourselves of what classes and partics is thepsotlen, whet are 
their relation in the field of the forces of production ond powers cf the Statc, 
What is the historic phase cone throuch ond the ome left to 60 through, eccording 
to the results of the critics] analysis. «cording to the doctrine of relicioue 
schools, the f-ctor of events is mtside of ren in the cré:.ting divinity thot hos 
sst-blished everything and even thouchtof croanting ren + certoin freedom for vhich 
he is t) ansver in 2 future life. It 4s 1¢1]1 knovn thet such a posing of the probe 
ler of will and determinism is rejected by the liarxist cn-lysie. But clso the so 
lution of the bourceois philosophy with its cloius of enlightening criticism amt 
its illusion to have removed every arbitrary and revealed presupposition, stendcs 
likewise deceptive, for the problem of action is @dwaye reduced tc a proportion of eat 
subject and object and the startinr-point, in the ancient ond recent ve sions of 
the various idealistic systems, is found in the individuel subject, in the Ero. 
It exists only in the working of his thourhts ond ie next turnec into the inter ~ 
vention of this ego on nature anil society, — Hence arises the political on 
juridical lie of the bourreois syste for which mn is free, end as & citizen, is 
entitled to menage public affairs ond therefore his ovn interests according to the 
Opinion arisen in his uind, The Margist interpretation 7f hist ory and hurim 2c~ 
tion, if it has therefore rejected the intervention of every transcendent influ- 
ence and revealed word, has upset the bourccois scheme of frecdom and rill of the 
individuel, proving ho it is his needs -nd intorests that originete his movement, 
and action and how his opinions and beliefs and that ie called conciousnéss crisce 
only as 4 result of the most coiplicetec. influonces. Truly, the problem is well 
planned and its solution cnn be faced whon, frai the metophySical cmcept of cine 
Ciousness and will of the ero, we cet into the real anc scientific one of the thco= 
rotic knowledge of the historic ond political action of the clase porty. This 
solution is of first importance for the moverent and perty of the modeatn prele-~ 
tariat. eerie 
To be continued 
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